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TIME IS MONEY
Capital cases set in motion a lengthy process that inflicts recurring cost on the state. Beyond fiscal costs, 
capital cases force lawyers and judicial employees to dedicate inordinate time to a handful of cases. These op-
portunity costs can be significant. Capital trials on average are over twice as long as trials in similar cases where 
the death penalty is not sought (40.13 v. 16.79 days). Kansas Supreme Court Justices estimate they spend five 
times more hours - and 20 times more when writing the opinion - on death penalty cases.

IMPACT ON KANSAS GOVERNMENTS
	
	 The FY 2026 budget for Kansas’ public defense system is $67.3 million.Capital case cost is projected 		
	 at $7.39 million which would be 11% of the budget for cases comprising less than 1% of the caseload.

	 In their study of Kansas death penalty cost, Baumgartner and Cook estimated the EXTRA cost to 
	 Kansas state and local governments for capital prosecutions in the period 2014-2018 to be:

		  “$8,980,100 –Defense in capital cases and subsequent representation of death-sentenced defendants;
		  $1,162,500 – Prosecution in capital cases and representation of the State for appeal of death sentences;
		  $425,000 District courts; and
		  $10,567,600 – Total sum of defense, prosecution, and district court costs.”

PLEA DEALS IN CAPITAL CASES DO NOT SAVE MONEY
Some say the death penalty is cost-effective, arguing that it saves money through plea deals. But the data 
suggest otherwise. In Kansas, defense and district court costs for capital cases ending in a plea deal are still 
higher than for similar cases going to trial where the death penalty is not sought ($146,858 v. $120,517).
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JUSTICE WITHOUT A DOUBT.
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When the death penalty is NOT sought.
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